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Steve Letarte, Crew Chief for Dale Earnhardt Jr., Named  

MOOG® ‘Problem Solver of the Race’ at Phoenix 

 

Southfield, Michigan, February 28, 2011…Steve Letarte, crew chief for Dale Earnhardt Jr. 

and the #88 National Guard/Amp Energy Chevrolet, was named Federal-Mogul’s 

(NASDAQ: FDML) MOOG® “Problem Solver of the Race” after the #88 team recovered from 

a late unscheduled green-flag pit stop to finish 10th in Sunday’s Subway Fresh Fit 500 Sprint 

Cup event at Phoenix International Raceway. Jeff Gordon, Earnhardt and Letarte’s 

Hendrick Motorsports teammate, won the race in dominating fashion in the MOOG-

equipped #24 Chevrolet. 

 

The MOOG Problem Solver award is presented to the crew chief whose car delivers the 

largest increase in average lap speed during the second half of each Sprint Cup event while 

finishing on the lead lap. The #88 Chevrolet improved by a race-best 0.415-second per lap 

on Phoenix’s flat one-mile oval. 

 

Letarte and Earnhardt were working together for only the second time in their careers after 

team owner Rick Hendrick reshuffled the staffs of the #88 and #24 teams. The new lineup 

appears to be working for both cars, with Earnhardt posting his best finish at Phoenix in 

three years and Gordon claiming his first win in 67 Cup starts. But a top-10 finish seemed 

impossible for the #88 car with fewer than 100 laps remaining when Earnhardt was forced 

to pit under green due to a loose wheel. 

“Hats off to Dale and Steve – they faced a lot of adversity throughout today’s race, but they 

were able to bounce back with an impressive finish,” said Federal-Mogul Motorsports 

Director Tim Nelson. “Steve did an unbelievable amount of problem-solving today, from 

dealing with the effects of a rapidly cooling track to encountering a loose wheel with 72 laps 



to go. But he had the #88 car and its MOOG-equipped chassis running at their best when it 

really mattered.” 

Earnhardt started 35th, but the #88 car consistently ran in the top 18 for most of the day. 

After falling a lap behind due to the unscheduled stop, Earnhardt was able to recover more 

than a dozen positions over a very effective 40-lap sprint. The #88 car moved into 10th place 

with just 10 laps remaining. 

MOOG steering and suspension components are the leading choice of crew chiefs and 

automotive repair professionals and have helped drive an unprecedented 45 consecutive 

NASCAR Cup champions to victory. The unique benefits of MOOG components and other 

Federal-Mogul products are highlighted in the company’s innovative "Smart Choice" 

campaign, which reinforces the message that longer lasting, better performing replacement 

parts are today's best option for technicians and consumers. 

 

For additional information regarding MOOG chassis parts, please visit the brand’s 

technician-focused www.moogproblemsolver.com Web site or contact your MOOG 

supplier. To identify the right MOOG part for virtually any application, please use the 

convenient, free www.FMe-cat.com electronic catalog.  

 

 

About Federal-Mogul 

Federal-Mogul Corporation is a leading global supplier of powertrain, chassis and safety 

technologies, serving the world’s foremost original equipment manufacturers of automotive, 

light commercial, heavy-duty, agricultural, marine, rail, off-road and industrial vehicles, as 

well as the worldwide aftermarket. The company’s leading technology and innovation, lean 

manufacturing expertise, as well as marketing and distribution deliver world-class products, 

brands and services with quality excellence at a competitive cost. Federal-Mogul is focused 

on its sustainable global profitable growth strategy, creating value and satisfaction for its 

customers, shareholders and employees. Federal-Mogul was founded in Detroit in 1899. 

The company is headquartered in Southfield, Michigan, and employs 43,000 people in 34 

countries. Visit the company’s Web site at www.federalmogul.com. 

 



Federal-Mogul’s aftermarket products are sold under a variety of well-known brands, 

including: Abex®, AE®; ANCO®, Beral®, Carter®, Champion®,  FP Diesel®,  Fel-Pro®,  

Ferodo®,  Glyco®, Goetze®, MOOG® , National®, Necto®, Nüral®, Payen®, Precision®, Sealed 

Power®, Speed-Pro® and Wagner®.  Visit the company’s website at www.federalmogul.com. 
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