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Kevin Harvick ‘Slingshots’ to Victory at Talladega, Crew Chief Gil Martin Wins  

NASCAR® MOOG® ‘Problem Solver of the Race’ Award  
 

Southfield, Michigan, April 27, 2010…Kevin Harvick executed crew chief Gil Martin’s pre-race 

strategy to perfection and the #29 Shell/Pennzoil Chevrolet whipped around race leader Jamie 

McMurray in the closing seconds for a much-needed win in Sunday’s Aaron’s 499 Sprint Cup 

event at Talladega (Ala.) Superspeedway. 

 

Following the race, Martin received the NASCAR® MOOG® “Problem Solver of the Race” Award 

from MOOG chassis parts manufacturer Federal-Mogul Corporation (NASDAQ: FDML). The 

MOOG Problem Solver Award is presented following each Sprint Cup event to the crew chief 

whose car posts the largest increase in average lap speed from the first half to the second half 

of the race while finishing on the lead lap. Harvick’s #29 Chevrolet improved by 0.024 

second per lap at Talladega – a huge factor in the outcome considering Harvick’s razor-thin 

(0.011 second) margin of victory. 

 

Coming into Sunday’s race, the #29 team had posted two top-five and five top-10 finishes 

and stood fourth overall in Sprint Cup points. The win catapulted Harvick into second place 

in points and reaffirmed the team’s competitiveness. 

 

Starting the day in fourth position on a MOOG-equipped chassis that had won February’s 

Bud Shootout at Daytona, Harvick drove conservatively to avoid “The Big One” – one of the 

many multi-car incidents that have occurred on this 2.66-mile restrictor-plate tri-oval. In fact, 

the #29 team’s patience extended nearly 12 laps beyond the race’s scheduled distance due 

to NASCAR’s modified green-white-checkered finish rule. But right on cue, Harvick, who 



had pushed McMurray’s #1 Chevrolet throughout the final lap, swung to the inside for a 

perfectly executed slingshot to the checkered flag. 

 

"We made a plan, and I'm telling you, every piece of it played out exactly how we wanted to play 

it," Harvick said. "Coming into the last lap, that's exactly how we planned it out on paper." 

 

“For a chassis parts manufacturer, there’s no more thrilling way to win a race,” added 

Federal-Mogul Director of Motorsports Tim Nelson. “Kevin couldn’t have made that move 

without world-class steering and handling response – and that’s the role of MOOG 

products.” 

 

Available through leading vehicle service providers and parts stores across North America, 

MOOG chassis parts help deliver the consistent, precise steering and handling response 

needed to ensure success in NASCAR Sprint Cup competition. That’s why MOOG is the 

preferred chassis brand of crew chiefs and professional technicians.  

 

The benefits of MOOG parts and other leading Federal-Mogul repair solutions are at the 

center of the company’s innovative new "Smart Choice" multi-brand campaign designed to 

reinforce the message that longer lasting, better performing premium replacement products 

are today's best option for professionals and do-it-yourselfers. 

 

For additional information regarding MOOG steering and suspension products, please visit 

the brand’s technician-focused www.moogproblemsolver.com Web site or contact your MOOG 

supplier.  To learn more about the Federal-Mogul “Smart Choice” campaign, simply visit 

www.FMSmartChoice.com. 

 

About Federal-Mogul 

Federal-Mogul Corporation is a leading global supplier of powertrain, chassis and safety 

technologies, serving the world’s foremost original equipment manufacturers of automotive, 

light commercial, heavy-duty, agricultural, marine, rail, off-road and industrial vehicles, as 

well as the worldwide aftermarket. The company’s leading technology and innovation, lean 

manufacturing expertise, as well as marketing and distribution deliver world-class products, 

brands and services with quality excellence at a competitive cost. Federal-Mogul is focused 



on its sustainable global profitable growth strategy, creating value and satisfaction for its 

customers, shareholders and employees. Federal-Mogul was founded in Detroit in 1899. 

The company is headquartered in Southfield, Michigan, and employs nearly 41,000 people 

in 33 countries. 

 

Federal-Mogul’s aftermarket products are sold under a variety of brands, including but not 

limited to, AE® engine products, ANCO® wipers, Champion® spark plugs and wipers, Fel-

Pro® gaskets, Ferodo® brake pads, Glyco® bearings, Goetze® piston rings, MOOG® chassis 

products, National® wheel-end components, Nüral® pistons, Payen® gaskets, Sealed 

Power® engine products and Wagner® brake and lighting products. Visit the company’s 

Web site at www.federalmogul.com. 
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