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Tony Stewart, MOOG®-Equipped #14 Chevrolet Victorious at Fontana; 

Crew Chief Darian Grubb Wins ‘Problem Solver of the Race’ Award 

 

Tony Stewart and the MOOG® chassis parts-equipped #14 Office Depot/Old Spice 

Chevrolet took the lead with 12 laps remaining and held on to beat Clint Bowyer by less 

than half a second in Sunday’s Pepsi Max 400 at Auto Club Speedway, Fontana, Calif. 

Following the race, Stewart’s crew chief, Darian Grubb, received Federal-Mogul 

Corporation’s (NASDAQ: FDML) MOOG “Problem Solver of the Race Award.” 

 

With Stewart’s victory, the MOOG brand remains unbeaten through the first four races of 

NASCAR’s season-ending Chase for the Sprint Cup. Current Chase points leader and four-

time defending Sprint Cup champion Jimmie Johnson finished third Sunday in the MOOG-

equipped #48 Lowe’s/Jimmie Johnson Foundation Chevrolet. 

 

The MOOG Problem Solver award is presented to the crew chief whose car posts the 

largest increase in average lap speed during the second half of each Sprint Cup event while 

finishing on the lead lap. Stewart’s #14 Chevrolet improved by a race-best .337-second 

after starting the day in 22nd position. 

 

Grubb and the Stewart-Haas Racing team made dramatic adjustments throughout the race 

to keep the #14 car’s MOOG-equipped chassis ahead of rapidly changing track conditions. 

“Tony told us we were just kind of keeping up with the changing racetrack, we weren't really 

getting ahead of it, so we started swinging a little bit bigger,” Grubb said. Those “swings” 

worked their magic as Stewart advanced into the top 10 by lap 63 and the top 5 less than 

30 laps later. 



 

“Communication between the driver and crew chief is a huge part of the problem solving 

process,” said Federal-Mogul Motorsports Director Tim Nelson. “Tony and Darian were on 

the same page all day; anytime Tony faced an issue, Darian had the answer ready during 

the next stop. They just willed that car into the winner’s circle.” 

 

That will was just barely enough, as Clint Bowyer and the MOOG-equipped #33 Chevrolet 

held a sizeable lead until the yellow flag came out with fewer than 20 laps remaining, 

opening the door for Stewart’s late-race heroics. 

 

MOOG steering and suspension components are the leading choice of crew chiefs and 

automotive repair professionals. The unique benefits of MOOG components and other 

Federal-Mogul products are highlighted in the company’s innovative "Smart Choice" 

campaign, which reinforces the message that longer lasting, better performing replacement 

parts are today's best option for technicians and consumers. 

 

For additional information regarding MOOG chassis parts, please visit the brand’s 

technician-focused www.moogproblemsolver.com Web site or contact your MOOG 

supplier.  To learn more about the Federal-Mogul “Smart Choice” campaign, simply visit 

www.FMSmartChoice.com. 

 

About Federal-Mogul 

Federal-Mogul Corporation is a leading global supplier of powertrain, chassis and safety 

technologies, serving the world’s foremost original equipment manufacturers of automotive, 

light commercial, heavy-duty, agricultural, marine, rail, off-road and industrial vehicles, as 

well as the worldwide aftermarket. The company’s leading technology and innovation, lean 

manufacturing expertise, as well as marketing and distribution deliver world-class products, 

brands and services with quality excellence at a competitive cost. Federal-Mogul is focused 

on its sustainable global profitable growth strategy, creating value and satisfaction for its 

customers, shareholders and employees. Federal-Mogul was founded in Detroit in 1899. 

The company is headquartered in Southfield, Michigan, and employs 43,000 people in 34 

countries. Visit the company’s Web site at www.federalmogul.com. 

 



Federal-Mogul’s aftermarket products are sold under a variety of brands, including but not 

limited to, AE® engine products, ANCO® wipers, Champion® spark plugs and wipers, Fel-

Pro® gaskets, Ferodo® brake pads, Glyco® bearings, Goetze® piston rings, MOOG® chassis 

products, National® wheel-end components, Nüral® pistons, Payen® gaskets, Sealed 

Power® engine products and Wagner® brake and lighting products. Visit the company’s 

Web site at www.federalmogul.com. 
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